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PPOMATTOX.

Surrender of tie Army of Northern

Virginia.

SHERIDAN'S G&VAISRY.

Movement to Cut Off the Re--

treat of Lee's Army.

GENS. GRANT AKD LEE.

First Meeting of the Chiefs of
the Contending Armies.

fLieuI.-Gc-n. PAil JT. Shrridan, in Forth American
Ilevicic.

Pnhlic attention Laving of late been occa-donal- ly

called to sonio of the events that oc-

curred in the closing scenes of the Virginia
campaign, terminating at Appomattox Court-Hous- e,

April 9, ISGj, I feel it my duty to give
to history the following facts:

When, April 4, 1S63, being at the head of tho
avalry, I threw across tho line of General

Lee's march, at Jettersville, on the Richmond
and Danville Eailroad, mj personal escort, the
Pirst United States cavalry, numbering about
200 men, a tall, lank man was seen coming
down tho road from the direction of Amelia
Court-Hous-e, riding a small mule and heading
toward Burkesville Junction, to wbich point
General Crook had, early that morning, been
rdered with his division of cavalry, to break

tho railroad and telegrapb lines. The man and
the mule were brought to a halt, and the mule
and himself closely examined, under strong
remonstrances at the indignity done to a
Southern gentleman. Remonstrance, bowevcr,
was without avail, and in his boots two tele-
grams were found from the commissary-gener-al

ef Lee's army, saying; "Tho army is at Amelia
Court-Hous- e, short of provisions; send 300,000
rations quickly to Burkcsville Junction." One
ef these dispatches was for the Confederate
Supply Department at Danville, the other for
that at Lynchburg. It was at once presumed
that, after the dispatches were written, the
telegraph line isd been broken by General
Crook north of Burkesville, and theysverc on
tbeirway to some station beyond the break, to
be telegraphed. They revealed where Lee was,
and from them some estimate could also be
formed of tlie number of his troops. Orders
were at once given to General Crook to come

p the road irom Burkesville to Jettersville,
and to General Merritt, who, with the
ther two divisions of cavalry, lad fol-lew- ed

the road from Petersburg, on the
south, side of and near tho Appomattox
Eiver, to close in without delay on Jettersville,
while the Fifth Army Corps, under the la-

mented Griffin, which, was about ten or fifteen
sailcs behind, was marched at a quick pace to
the same point, and the road in front of Lee's
army blocked nntil tbe arrival of the balance
ef the Army of the Potomac the afternoon of
"fee next day. My command was pinched for
provisions, and these dispatches indicated an
opportunity to obtain a supply; so, calling for
lieutenant -- Colonel Young, commanding my
scouts, four men, in the most approved gray,
were selected good,brave,smartfellows, know-
ing every cavalry regiment in the Confederate
army, and as good "Johnnies" as were in that
army, so far as bearing and language were con-

cerned. They were directed to go to Eurkes-vill-e

Junction and there separate. Two were
to go down the Lynchburg branch of the rail-
road nntfl. a Confederate 'telegraph station was
found, from which they were to transmit by
wire the above-mention- rebel dispatches, rep-
resent the suffering condition of Lee's army,
watch for the trains, and hurry the provisions
en to Burkesville, or in that direction. The
ether two were to go on the Danville branch,
Bad had similar instructions. The mission was
accomplished by those "who went out on the
Lynchburg branch, but I am not certain about
the success of the other party; at all events, no
rations qame from Danville that I know of.

THE XXTSiiy BROUGHT TO BAT.

I arrived at Jettersville with tho advance of
y command the First United States cav-2r- y

on the afternoon of the 4th of April. I
knew the condition and position of the rebel
srmy from the dispatches jeferred to, and also
from the following letter, (erroneously dated
April 5, taken from a colored man whoas
septured later in the day:

AaoxrA, a It, April 5, 1SC5.
Deae Makma: Our array is ruined, I fear. Yre

are all safe as yet. Shyron left us Biek. John Tay-
lor is well ; taw him yesterday. "W e are in line of
battle this morning. General Robert Lee is in the
held near us. My trust is etill in tbe justice of our
aaube and that of tiod. General Iliil is killed. Isaw Murray n few minutes since. Bernard Terrv
&e Raid rw taken pntoner, but may get out. I
eud tins by a negro I see pushing: up the railroad

to iliclilenburgr. .Love to all. Your devoted eon,
AVm. B. Tatlob, Colonel.

I accordingly sent out my escort to demon-0tral- e

and make as much ado as they could, by
continuous filing in front of the enemy at or
mear Amelia Court-Hous- e pending tie arrival
of the Fifth Corps. That corps came up in the
course of the afternoon, and was put into posi
tion at right angles with theEichmond and
Danville road, with its left resting on a pond
fir swamp on tho left of the road. Toward
evening General Crook arrived with his divis-
ion of cavalry, and later General Merritt, with
his two divisions; and all took their designated
places. The Fifth Corps, after its arrival, liad
thrown np carthworlcs and made its position
strong enough to hold out against any force for
the period which would intervene before the
arrival of the main body of the army of the
Potomac, now rapidly coming np on the lines
ever which I had traveled.

On the afternoon and night of the 4th, no at-
tack Tvas made by the enemy upon tho small
force in his front the Fiffli Corps and three
divisions of cavalry and by the morning of
the 5th, I began to btiieve that he would iuave
the main read if he could, and pass around my
left flank to Sailor's Oreek and Farmvillc. To
watch this suspected movement, early on the
morning of the 5th, I sent Davios' brigade of
Crook's division ef cavalry to make a recon-
naissance in that direction. The result was an
encounter by Davtcs with a lare train of wag-en- s,

under escort, moving in the direction an-
ticipated. The train was artecked by him, and
about 200 wagons were burned, and five pieces
ef artillery and a large number of prisoners
eapturcd. In tho afternoon of April 5, the

tain body of the Army of the Potomac came
p. Central ? was ui wc1' and requested

S to pat ih. r.A,3 .n TLkh I dM,

in line of battle, facing the enemy at Amelia
Court-Hous- o. I thought it best to attack at
once, but this was not done. I then began to
be afraid tho enemy would, in tho night, by a
march to the right from Amelia Court-Hous- e,

attempt to pass our left flank and again put us
in the rear of his retreating columns. Under
this impression I sent to General Grant the
following dispatch :

CAVAI.n IlEADQUAKTEnS,

Licutenant-Gener- al U. S. Gbaxt,
Commanding; armies of the United Suites.

Gknkkai.: I send you the inclosed letter, which
will Rive you an idea of the condition of the enemy
and their whereabouts. I t,ent General Javie3'
brigade this morning around on my left flank, lie
captured at Fames' Cross-road- s five pieces of artil-
lery, about 200 wagons, and eight or nine bnltlc-flngsa- nd

a number of prisoners. ThcSccondArniy
Corps is now coming up. 1 wish you wore here
rourself. I feel confident of capturing: the army of
northern Virginia if v.e exert ourselves. 1 see no
escape for Lee. I will put all my cavalry out on
our left, flank, except Mackenzie, who is now on
the right.

(Signed) P. II. Sheuidan, Maj.-Ge- n.

GRANT COMING TO THE FRONT.

On receipt of this he immediately started for
my headquarters at Jettersville, arriving there
about 11 o'clock of Uq night of April 5th.
Uext morning, April 6th, the infantry of the
army advanced on Amelia Court-Hous-e. It
was found before reaching it that the enemy
had turned our left flank and taken another
road to Sailor's Creek and Farmvillc. The
cavalry did not advance with the infantry on
Amelia Court-Hous- e, but moved to the left and
rear, at daylight on the morning of tho 6th,
aud struck the moving columns of the enemy's
infantry and artillery, --with which a scries of
contests ensued that resulted in the battle of
Sailor's Creek, where Lieutenant-Geuera- l
Ewell lost his command of about ten thousand
men, and was himself taken prisoner, together
with ten other general officers.

We now come to the morning of the 7th. I
thought that Lea would not abandon the di-

rect road to Danville through Prince Edward's
Court-Hous-e, and earlyoii the morning of the
7th, directed General Crook to follow up his
rear, while with Merritt (Custer's and Devin's
divisions) I swung off to the left, and moved
quickly to strike the Danville road six or eight
miles south of Prince Edward's Court-Hous- e,

and thus again head or cut off all or some of
the retreating Confederate army. On reaching
that road, it was found that General Lee's army
had not passed, aud ray command was instantly
turned north for Priucc Edward's Court-Hous- e.

A detachment oidered to move with the great-
est celerity, via Prince Edward's Court-Hous-e,

reported that Lee had crossed the Appomattox
at and near Farmville, and that Crook had
followed him. On looking at the map it will
be seen that General Lee would be obliged to
pass through Appomattox Court-Hous- e and
Appomattox station on the railroad, to reach
Lynchburg by the road ho had taken north of
the Appomattox Eiver, and that that was the
longest road to get there. He had given the
shortest one the one south of tho river to
the cavalry. General Crook was at once sent for,
and the three divisions, numbering perhaps at
that time 7,000 men, concentrated on the night
of the 7th of April at and near Prospect station
on the Lynchburg and Richmond Eailroad,
and Appomattox station became the objective
point of the cavalry for the operations of the
next day, the Stlt.

CAPTURING THE COXPEDERATE RATIONS.

Meantime my scouts had not been idle, but
had followed down the railroad, looking out
for the trains with the 300,000 rations which
they had telegraphed for on tho night of the
ilh. Just before reaching Appomattox Station,
they found five trains of cars feeling their way
along in the direction of Burkesville Junction,
not knowing exactly where Leo was. They
induced the person in charge to come farther
on by their description of the pitiable condi-
tion of the Confederate troops. Our start on tho
morning of the Slh was before the sun was np,
and having proceeded but a few miles, Major
White, of the scouts, reached me with tho news
that tho trains were east of Appomattox sta-
tion, that he had succeeded in bringing them
on some distauoe, but was afraid that they
would again be run bsck to the station. Intel-
ligence of this fact was immediately commu-
nicated to Crook, Merritt, and Custer, and tho
latter, who had the advance, was urged not to
let the trains escape, and I pushed on and joined
him. Before reaching tho station, Custer de-
tailed two regiments to make a detour, striko
tho railroad beyond the station, tear up the
track and secure the trains. This was accom-
plished, but on the arrival of the main body of
our advance at tho station, it was found that
the advance-guar- d of Lee's army was jnst com-
ing on the ground. A sanguinary engagement
at once ensued. The enemy was driven off,
forty pieces of artillery captured, and four
hundred baggage wagons burned. The railroad
trains had been secured in the first onset, and
were taken possession of by locomotive en-
gineers, soldiers in the command, whose delight
at again getting at their former employment
was so great that they produced the wildest
confusion by running tho trains to and fro on
tbe track, and making such an unearthly
screeching with the whistles, that I was at ouo
lime on the point of ordering tho trains burnt;
but we finally got them off, aud ran tl.cm to
oar rear ten or fifteen miles, to Ord and Gibbon,
who, with the infantry, were following tho cav-
alry. The cavalry continued the fighting nearly
all that night, driving tho enemy back to tho
vicinity of Appomattox Court-Hous- e, a dis-
tance of about four miles, thus giving him no
repose, and covering the weakness of the at-
tacking force.

PREPARING FOE THE FINAL CHARGE.

I remember well the little frame house just
south of the station whore the headquarters of
the cavalry rested, or rather, remained, for
there was no rest the night of the 6th. Dis-

patches were going back to our honored chief,
General Grant, and Ord was requested to push
on the wearied infantry. w was to end
our troubles in all reasonable probability, but
it was thought necessary tliat the infantry
should arrive, in order to doubly insure the re-
sult. Merritt, Crook, and Custer were, at times,
there. Happiness was in every heart. Our
long and veary labors were about to eloso; our
dangers soon to end. There was no sleep;
there had been but little for the previous eight

"
or nine days. Before sunrise, . General Ord
came in reporting ths igar approach of his
command. Aflor a haty consultation about
positions to-b- o taken np by tho incoming troops,
we were in the aud.'.Ic nvA off for the front, in
the vicinity of Appomattox Court-Hous- e. As
we were approaching the village, a heavy line
of Confederate inlantry was seen advancing,
and rapid firing commenced. Biding to a slight
elevation, where I could get a view of tho ad-

vancing enemy, I immediately sent directions
to General Menitt for Custer's and Dovin's
divisions to tlolyfll back, and as they did
so, to withdraw ti oar rsght flack, thus un

masking Ord's and Gibbon's infantry. Crook
and Mackenzie, on tho extreme left, were or-

dered to hold fast. I then hastily galloped back
to give General Ord the benefit of my informa-
tion. No sooner had the enemy's line of battle
reached the elevation from which my recon-

naissance had been made, and from whence
could bo distinctly seen Ord's troops in tho dis-

tance, than he called a sudden halt, and a retro-
grade movement began to a Tidgc about one
mile to his rear. Shortly afterward I returned
from General Ord to the front, making for Gen-

eral Merritt's battle-fla- g on the right flank of
tho line. On reaching it, the order to advance
was given, and every guidon was bent to the
front, and as we swept by toward tho left of
the enemy's line of b.ttle, he opened a heavy
fire from artillery. No heed was paid to tho
deadly missiles, and, with the wildest yells, wo
soon reached a point some distance to his right
and nearly opposite Appomattox Court-Hous- e.

Beyond us, in a low valley, lay Lee and tho
remnant of his army. There did not appear to
be much organist ion, except in the advance
troops under General Gordon, whom wo had
been fighting, and a rear-guar- d under General
Longstreet, still further up tho valley. Forma-
tions were immediately commenced, to mako a
bold and sweeping charge down the grassy
slope, whea an aid-de-ca- from Custer, filled
with excitement, hat m hand, dashed up .to mo
with tho message from his chief: "Leo has
surrendered ! Do not charge ; tho white flag is
up ! " Orders were given to complete the forma-
tion, but not to charge.

BIDING INTO THE CONFEDERATE LINES.

Looking to tho left, to Appomattox Court-Hous- e,

a largo group was seen near by tho lines
of Confederate troops that had fallen back to
that point. General Custer had not como back,
and, supposing that he was with the group at
the Court-Hous- e, I moved on a gallop down tho
narrow ridge, followed by my staff. Tho Court-Hous- o

was, perhaps, three-fourt- hs of a milo dis-

tant. We had not gone far before a heavy fire
wits opeued on us fiom a skirt of timber to our
right, and distant not much over three hun-
dred yards I halted for a moment, and taking
off my hat, called out that the flag was being
violated, butcould notstop tho firing, which now
caused us all to take shelter in ara vine running
parallel to the ridge we were on, and down
which we then traveled. As we approached
tho Court-Hous- e, a gentle ascent had to bo
made. I was in advance, followed by a ser-
geant carrying my battle-flag- . Within one
hundred to ouo hundred and fifty yards from
the Court-Hous- o and Confederate lines, somo
of the men in their ranks brought down their
guns to an aim on us, and great effortwas made
by their officers to keep them from firing. I
halted, and hearing some noiso behind, turned
in the saddle, and saw a Confederate eoldier at-
tempting to take my battle-fla- g from the color-beare- r.

This tho sergeant had no idea of sub-

mitting to, and had drawn his saber to cut tho
man down. A word from me caused him to re-

turn his Eaber, and take the flag back to the
staff-officer-s, who were some little distance be-

hind. I remained stationary a moment after
these events, then calling a stau-ofiic- er directed
him to go over to tho group of Confederate
ofSccrs, and demand what such conduct meant.
Kind apologies were made, and we advanced.
The superior officers met were General J. B.
Gordon, and General Cadmus M. Wilcox, the
latter an old army officer. As soon as the first
greeting was over, a furious firing commenced
in front of our own cavalry from whom wo had
only a few minutes before separated. General
Gordon seemed to be somewhat disconcerted by
it. I remarked to him, "General Gordon,
your men fired on mo as I was coming over
here, and undoubtedly they have done the
same to Merritt's and Custer's commands. We
might just aswell let them fightitout." To this
proposition General Gordon did not accede, I
then asked, "Why not send a stafl-oliic- er and
have your peoplo cease firing? They are vio-

lating the flag!" He said, "I have no staff-offic- er

to send." I replied, "I will lot you have
oue of mine;" and calling for Lieutenant Van-derb- ilt

Allen, he was directed to report to Gen-
eral Geary, who was in command ef a small
brigade of South Carolina cavalry, and ask him
to discontinue tho firing. Lieutenant Allen
dashed off with the message, but, on delivering
it to General Geary, was taken prisoner, with
the remark from that officer, that he did not
caro for white flags; that South Carolinians
never surrendered.

MXIIKrrX BEINGS THEM TO THKIE SENSES.

It was about this time that Merritt, getting
impatient at tho supposed treacherous firing,
ordered a charge of a portion of his command.
While Generals Gordon aud Wilcox were en-

gaged in conversation with me, a cloud of dust,
a wild hurrah, a flashing of Eabcra, indicated a
charge, and tho ejaculations of my staff-office- rs

were heard, "Look! Merritt has ordered a
charge!" The flight of Geary's brigade fol-

lowed; Lieutenant Allen was thus released.
The last gun had been fired, and the last charge
made in the "Virginia campaign.

While the scenes thus related wore taking
place, tho conversation I now speak of was oc-

curring between General Gordon and my&clf.
After tho first salutation, General Gordon re-

marked: " General Lee asks for a suspension of
hostilities pending the negotiations which ho
has been having for the last day and night with
General Grant." I rejoined: "I have been
constantly informed of the progress of the ne-

gotiations, and think it singular that while
such negotiations are going on, General Lee
should have continued his march and attempted
to break through my lines thi3 morning with
tho view of escaping. I can entertain no terms
except the condition that General Lee will sur-
render to General Grant on his arrival here.
I have sent for him. If these terms are not ac-

cepted, wo will renew hostilities." General
Gordon replied: "General Lee's army is ex-
hausted. There is no doubt of his turreudor to
General Grant on his arrival."
" ONE SOILED SinitT AND A PAIR OF DRAWERS."

General Wilcox, whom I knew quite well, ho
having been captain of the company to which
I was attached as a cadet at the military
academy, then stepped to his horse, and taking
hold of the saddle-bug- s, said, in a jocular way :
"Here, Sheridan, take these saddle-bag- s; thoy
have one soiled shirt and a pair ot drawers.
You have burned everything elso I had in tho
world, and I think you, aio entitled to these
also." He was alluding, of course, to tho de-
struction of the baggage trains which had been
going on for some days.

When the terms above referred to were set-
tled, each army agreed to remain in aialu, quo
until the arrival of General Grant, whom Colo-

nel Newhall, my adjutant-genera- l, had gone-for- .

Generals Gordon and Wilcox then re-
turned to see General Lee, and promised to
come back in about thirty minutes, and during
that time General Ord joined me at tho court-
house. At the end of thirty or forty minutes

General Gordon returned in company with
General Longstreet. Tho latter, who com-

manded Leo's rear guard back on tho Farm-
ville road, seemed somewhat alarmed lest Gen-
eral Meade, who was following up from Farm-
ville, might attack, not knowing tho condition
of affairs attho frout. To provent this, I pro-
posed to send my chief of staff, General J. W.
Forsyth, accompanied by a Confederate officer,
back through the Confederate army and inform
General Meade of the existing state of affairs.
Ho at onco started, accompanied by Colonel
Fairfax, of General Lougstrect's staff, met
the advauco of tho Array of tho Potomac, and
communicated tho conditions.

MEETING OF GENERALS GRANT AND LEE.
In tho meantime, Geueral Leo came over to

McLanc's house in tho village of Appomattox
Courfc-Hous- e. I am not certain whether
General Babcock, of General Grant's staff,
who had arrived in advance of tho Gen-

eral, had gone over to see him or not.
Wo had waited somo hours, aud, I think,
about 12 or 1 o'clock General Grant arrived.
General Ord, myself, and many officers woro in
the main road leading through the town, at a
point where Lee's army was visible. General
Grant rode up, and greeted me with, " Sheridan,
how are you?" I replied, "I am very well,
thank you." He then said, "Where-i- Leo?"
I replied, "There is liis army down in that
valley; he is over in that house (pointing out
McLean's), waiting to surrender to you."
General Grant, still without dismounting,
said, " Come, let us go over. He then inado
tho same request to General Ord, aud we all
went to McLean's house. Those who en-

tered with General Grant were, as nearly as I
can recollect, Ord, Rawlins, Seth Williams,
Ingalls, Babcock, Parker, and myself; the
staff officers, or those who accompanied, re-

maining outsido on tho porch steps and in
tho yard. On entering tho parlor, wo found
General Leo standing in company with Colo-

nel Marshal, his aid-do-cam- Tho first greet-
ing was to General Seth Williams, who had
been Lee's adjutant when ho was superin-
tendent of the Military Academy. General
Lee was then presented to General Grant, and
all present were introduced. General Lee was
dressed in a new graynniform, evidently put
on for tho occasion, and wore a handsome-sword- .

He had on his face tho expression of
relief from a heavy burden. General Grant's
uniform was soiled Avith mud and service, and
ho wore no sword. After a few words had
been spoken by thoso'-wh- o knew General Lee,
nil the officers retired except, perhaps, one
staff officer of General .Grant's, and the one
who was with General Lee. Wo had not been
absent from tho room longer than about five
minutes, when General Babcock came to the
door aud said, " Tho surrender has taken place

you can come in again'
THE SURRENDER.

When we d, General Grant was
writing on a little" wooden, clipticnl-shapo-d

table (purchased by ma from Mr. McLean and
presented to Mrs. G. A. Guster) the conditions
of the surrender. Geueral Leo was sitting,
hi3 hands resting on the hilt of his sword, to
tho left of General Grant, with his back to a
small marble-toppe- d table, on which many
books were piled. Willie General Grant was
writing, friendly conversation was engaged in
by General Lee and his aid with the officers
present, and ho took from his breast-pock- et

two dispatches, which had been sent to him by
mo duriug the forenoon, notifying him that
somo of his cavalry, in frout of Crook, were
violating the agreement entered into by with-
drawing. I had not had time to mako copies
when they were sent and had made a request
to have them returned. He handed them to
mo with tho remark, "I am sorry. It is pos-

sible my cavalry at that point of the lino did
not fully understand tho agreement."

About one hour wa3 oi'cupied in drawing up
and signing the terms, when General Lee re-

tired from the houso with a cordial shake of
tho hand with General Grant, mounted his
chunky, gray horse, and lifting 1m hat passed
through tho gate and rodo over tho crest of
the hill to his army. Oh his arrival there, wo
heard wild cheering, which seemed to be taken
up progressively by his troops, either for him,
or becauso of satisfaction with his last official
act as a soldier.

The New First Corps Association".

During the Eeunion of tho Army of tho Po-

tomac, held in the city of Washington, May 17,
the members of tho late First Army Corps held
a meeting at the Ebbitt House and effected a
moro permanent organization thau heretofore
existed. A constitution was adopted, a copy of
which can be obtained by addressing tho corre-
sponding secretary, Joseph W. Kirkley, of tho
Adjutant-General'- s Office, Washington, D. C.
Article II provides that any honorably dis-

charged soldier who at any timo has served in
said First Army Corps, or in the Third Corps
of tho Army of Virginia, or any civilian volun-
teer serving in either of said corps who re-

ceived honorable mention for services rendered
in actual battle with either of tho corps named,
Bhall be eligible to membership upon furnibh-iu- g

satisfactory evidence of said honorable dis-
charge or service. Article III. The object of
this association shall be thepromotion of kindly
foelinjr, the revival ef old associations, and tho
collection and preservation of records of tho
services rendered bv tho corps during tho war
of the rebellion. Article Xil. The feo for ad-
mission into tho association shall be one dollar,
and tho annual due; fifty conls. Tho follow-
ing officers were elected to servo for ono year :
President, G. G. Benedict, Burlington, Vt.;
first vice-preside- Isano S. Tichcnor, Wash-
ington, D. O. ; second vice-preside- E. P.
Halstcad, Washington,' D. C; corresponding
secretary, Joseph w. Kirkley, Georgetown, D.
C; recording secretary, Ira N. Burritt, Wash-
ington, D. C; treasurer. Thomas M. Exlev.
Washington, D. C. ; historian, James H. Stine,
Washington, D. 0.

-- o '

Sew Orleans Jlllitla In Hoc ton.
The Continental Guard, of Now Orleans,

arrived at Boston on tho jlMh inst., and woro
received by tho National Lancers, Clmrlestown
Cadots, and a largo ciowd. Mayor Palmer
welcomed the visitors. They were entertained
at tho annual dinner of the National Lancers
on the following day. Among tho guests wero
Governor Butler and Mayor Palmer. Governor
Butler said: "A moat glorious result of tho
recent war, which none would say should not
have bocn fought, would be in tho coming co-
ntestand como one inu&fr when thero will bo
unity of former enemies "fighting shoulder to
shoulder." General Butl$r said that ho onco
entered New Orleans as aU enemy, but loft it
as a friend. In parting M told tho peoplo that
tho bane of thuir prosperity was the cur&o of
slavery. They doubted him then, but know it
now. In conclusion, speaking to all as fellow-citizen- s,

with common interests, tho Governor
said : " We have common glories to gain hero-afte- r,

it may bo againsCeuemics which onco
woro the uniforms you kvcar," (indicating tho
red-coate- d lancers.) Tllo speech "was well re-
ceived and heartily appjaudeO.

I

BATTLE OF SPRIG HILL
-

Tlie Sixty-four- th 0. V. I. in the Ten-

nessee Campaign.

A FOBCED MAHOH.

Stanley Reaches Spring Hill Not
a Minute Too Soon.

THE 64th m ADVANCE.

Schofield's Army Escapes From
the Clutches of Hood.

By 2J. C. Brown, Sixty-fourt- h O. V. LI

The Sixty-fourt- h regiment of Ohio veteran
volunteer infantry was recruited, under the
supervision of Hon. John Sherman, in tho
autumn of 18G1. at Mansfield, Ohio, and in De-
cember of tho same year was sent into Ken-
tucky, and became a part of the Army of tho
Cumberland. Among tho battles it engaged in
were those of Shiloh, Murfrceaboro', Chicka-maug- a,

Mission P.idge, tho relief of Knoxville,
Eocky-fac- e Eidgc, Iicsaca, Adairsville, Alla-toon- a,

Dallas, New Hope Church, Lost Moun-
tain, Kcnesaw Mountain, Peach Tree Creek, At-
lanta, Jonesboro', and Lovejoy Station. This,
with a good deal of skirmishing and marching,
brings the regiment, November Slth, 1SG1, to
Columbia, Teirn., and to that part of its history
more particularly herein dealt with. This
regiment was a part of tho Third brigade,
Second division, Fourth Army Corps, and in
General Thomas' command. The Confeder-
ate army, which had required Sherman four
mouths to push from Chattanooga to Atlanta,
now greatly inspired and enlarged by tho con-
scription act, amounting to fully 51,020 men,
was confronted by about 2G.0C0 men left under
Thomas when Sherman started to the sea.
Thomas having ordered SchoGeld to the front,
left him with some general instructions, whilo
he went to Nashville and gave personal atten-
tion to equipping and increasing his army for
an active campaign.

Inexperienced troops just arrived, and thoso
on guard and detached duty, wherever they
could be spared, were organized into brigades
and divisions ; corrals wero looked over, and
tho States of Tennessee and Kentucky were
searched for horses to take the place of thoso
required to fit out Sherman. A. J. Smith, with
one small corps, had been ordered on from Mis-

souri, but had not arrived. Thomas hoped to
be able, with sufficient force, to meet Hood be-

fore ho would reach Nashville, and scatter his
forces to the winds, as ho finally did.
HOOD THROWING HIS AKMY ACROSS SCHO-iteld- 's

xlxe OF KETEEAT.
Ecturning to Columbia, wo find that on tho

night of the 27th of November, in the faco of
the cnemyy this, regiment, with its brigade,
crossoU Duck Eiver on a burning bridge, aban-
doning tho works and forts on the Columbia
side, taking position, the following morning,
on the north bank. Hood, now intent on imi-
tating Sherman in the Atlanta campaign, lefta
small portion of his army, consisting of two
divisions of Lee's corps and most of his artil-
lery, aloug the south bank of the Tiver to con
front Schofield, while he in person moved tho
corps of Cheatham and Stewart and one divis-

ion of Lee's five miles above Columbia, aud
crossed tho Tiver on the morning of the 29th,
at daybreak, and marched direct for Spring
Iliil, a point on tho road leading from Colum-

bia to Nashville, and twclvo miles in rear of
Schofield's army. Schofield was slow to be-

lieve that Hood was doing just what he was
most likely to do, viz., cross the river beyond
his lines and move around him. Wilson, who
was in command of the Federal cavalry and
patroling the river above Columbia, reported to
Schofield, on the 23th, that Forrest had crossed,
and that night reported to him that Hood was
preparing to cross en route for Spring Hill, and
also reported tho same to Thomas at Nash-

ville. Schofield, not convinced of his sit-

uation at daylight on the morning of the
29th, ordered General Wood, of tho Fourth
Corps, to mako a reconnaissance up the river.
Wood reported back, confirming tho reports
sent by Wilson. Instead of Schofield with-
drawing his army immediately aud confronting
Hood at Spring Hill, (as Thomas seems to have
ordered him to do several hours before,) between
8 and 9 o'clock a. m. sent Stanley with Wag-

ner's division, consisting of three brigades, with
the trains, to that point; Schofield, with tho
remainder of the army, confronted a fragment
of tho Confederate army at Duck Eiver until
latoin the afternoon. Steuley and the thrco
brigades made a rapid march, the men actually
running most of tho way, arriving about noon
to find tho rebel cavalry already entering the
town from tho east. On this march the Sixty-fourt- h

regiment led tho division, and upon
nearing tho town the writer, who was in com-

mand, was ordered to advanco it and drivo
back tho cavalry. Six companies wero at first
deployed, four being held as a reserve. As tho
infantry advanced the cavalry drew back. with
at first but littlo firing. They werer soon

and as they gathered strength thoy
becamo moro bold and defiant. Tho reserve
was now used as a protection for tho flanks of
our skirmish-lin- e, and tho onemy was still
pushed back until ho had gathored such
strength that ho reached far out beyond our
lino.

CALLING FOR
Whon wo asked for some

Major Coulter, with tho Sixty-fift- h Ohio, soon
reported, aud was scut on tho right, with its
right well rotired. With this support tho
Sixty-fourt- h drew moro to tho left, and again
advanced, driving the enemy rapidly in front
until moro thau a milo from the outskirts of
tho town, where the hco 1 of Cheatham's corps
was mot. Thos.kirm.Gs hud now gained tho
top of a low range of hll's, and whilo sheltered
by a fencoin front tliey pouri'd upon tho enemy
such volleys that tho held of his column, igno-la- nt

of our strength, drew back and formed in
lino for battle, which consumed somo time.
This done, ho moved upon our lino, and with a
massive enemy within a stone's throw in front
aud flanks beset with cavalry, we drew off tho
skirmishers through an extensive fiold of dry
and standing corn-stalk- s. Tho cavalry, seeing
our lino withdraw, dashed in from our left, but
were checked by tho volleys and bayonets of
tho compauios reserved on that flank. Having
crossed tho fenco out of tho field, our skirmish-
ers again baffled and for a timo checked the
enemy's advanco. Tho cavalry from tho right
now sought to gain position hi our rear, but

high fences in that direction rendered cavalry
inoperative. Forced from this, the skirmishers
took position behind a fence on tho western
side of a lane that led in a northern direction,
and again, as before, brought the enemy to a
stand. This last position was given up only
when the enemy in line of battle had reached
the fence on the opposite side of the lane. The
skirmishers made their way np the slope, tak-
ing advantage of the timber which stood in,
rear to deal out destruction to an army in force
now stretching out around us in a semi-circl- e,

with its left well advanced. Thus, from pillar
to post, this little detachment allowed no op-

portunity to pas3 withont baffiing and detain-
ing tho enemy. Stubbornly it fought its way
back to Spring Hill, whero it joined the di-

vision, which had been engaged during this
time in locating and putting up a line of works
for defense. As tho regiment drew near the
main line, having bafiled the enemy for moro
than thrco hours, General Bradley, then in
command of the Third brigade, and who was
soon after wounded, came forward to compl-
iment us for the work we had done.
FORMATION OP THE DIVISION AT SPRING HILL,

AND MANNER OP HOOD'S ATTACK.
Bradley's brigade was on the right, Lane's in

tho center, and Opdycke's on the left, all east
of and some distance from the Columbia pike.
Bradley was in advance qf the other two and
directiy facing the main advance of Cheatham.
Just before night Cheatham struck our main
line, falling heavily on Bradley, drove him
from his position, and pressed hjm back almost
to the Columbia pike. As Bradley was driven
back, Lane refused his right, and Opdycke
spread out his line to the left to hold the pike
abovo the town. Just then the Sixth Ohio
battery, which had distinguished itself on so
many battlefields, arrived opportunely from
Columbia, and, from the right of Bradley's
brigade, sent a shara fire of artillery down the
enemy's left, which threw them into confusion.
Night was now on, and farther adranco was
suspended, when Cheatham reported to Hood:
"Their lino seemed too long for me." At thi3
time Schofield had a part of his army on tho
road to Spring Hill, while a part of it was still
on the bank of tho river at Columbia. That
Hood, despite these three brigades, did not
throw his army across the Columbia pike at
Spring Hill and secure the destruction of Scho-
field, so manifestly within his grasp, shows a
torper which can only be explained on tho
principle that he was ignorant of the numbers
confronting him. He had allowed his army,
consisting of more than two corps, with all his
cavalry, as we have shown, to bo baffled and
kept back more than thrco hours, chiefly by tho
action of one regiment before he reached
Spring Hill. And now he settles down on his
arms for the night, within easy range of the
road, along which, in the darknessof the night,
Schofield and his army quietly moved on en
route for Franklin. Schofield, by his incred-
ulity, being out-general- at Columbia, tho
safety of tho Federal army depended on baf-
fling and delaying tho enemy at Spring Hill
until night that wi3hcd-fo- r boon of Welling-
ton at Waterloo would come. In effecting
that delay and thus averting imminent dis-
aster, this single Ohio regiment displayed an
amount of courage seldom equaled, but at a
cost to tho regiment in killed and wounded of
forty-seve- n. Darkness had now closed down
upon us, and wo began to reckon our lossc3
and discomforts of tho day. Last night
we were, at arms under an enemy's guns at
Columbia ; t, with our army on the road
twelve miles nearer tho capital of the State,
and in open field confronting an overwhelming
force, liable at any timo to rise up and sweep
down upon us. Every soldier being conscious
of this, no eyes were closed in sleep, but the
exhausted men remained in unbroken lino to
defend what they had so nobly fought for
through the day, namely, to-kee- p open a pas-

sage on the Columbia piko. Thus the night
passed, and so did the forces from Columbia.
Before day began to dawn, tho three brigades,
beginning with tho right, Opdycke's being tho
last, withdrew, following Schofield to Franklin.
And now Hood had allowed to pass one of? the
grandest opportunities for an easy and cora-plo- to

overthrow of a hithorto efficient army
that tho history of the rebellion can produce,
and Schofield had convinced at least tho Army
of the Cumberland that he was unable success-
fully to command an army in the field.

MILITARY SOCIETIES.
Relation of tlip Regular Army to the C. A. B. aaJ

Loyal Legion.

To tho Editor National Tridune:
As an ofiicer of tho Regular army of over

thirty-seve- n years' service, I have been sur-
prised to find so small a representation from
our numbers as members of the Loyal Legion
and a still smaller representation in tho Grand
Army of tho Republic. Tho writer of this did
not join these organization until within the
past few years, being under the impression that
a political significance was attached to both. I
trust I may be able to present thes8 organiza-
tions in such a light as will induce officers and
soldiers who served honorably during tho rebel-
lion to become members of tho Grand Army of
tho IJcpublic, and commissioned officers, in-

cluding such as served as enlisted men in tho
rebellion, to become members of the military
order of tho Loyal Legion.

The National Tribune, containing so
much of interest, should bo in the library of
overy military post, and no doubt both officers
and enlisted men would bo much interested
in the articles coming from officers and soldiers
of tho war of the rebellion, now scattered all
over tho country. This paper is a most worthy
exponent of the priuciples of the Grand Army
of the Eepublic. Tho discussion of politics is
not allowed in tho Grand Army of tho Eepub-
lic Fraternity, Loyalty and Charity are its
principles? The oath of secrecy in no way in-

terferes with ouo's duty to hza God, self or
family, and all religious sects are represented
in tho Order. But few of our military pa-it- s

aro too small not to have a sufficient number
of thoso who served in tho rebellion to enable
thorn to obtain a charter, unless sufficiently
near a Post of tlie Grand Army to become
members of tho same. As thero is no provision
for perpetuating this Order, and, very properly
so, every oilicer or soldier with an honorable
record 3bould havo the badge of this Ordor to
leave to his family. The military ordor of tho
Loyal Legion i3 open to membership by officers
now commissioned who served as cither officers
or enlisted men during tho rebellion ; by tho
eldest son of such officer if twenty-on- d years of
age,"and by tho oldest son of an officer who was
killed or died of wounds received during the
rebellion, and who, had he survived, would
have been oligiblc for membership. Applica-
tions have been made for membership by oJS-ce- rs

who are not eligible by reason of their
fathers not having availed themselves of the
privilege during their lifetime, and this should
mako it a duty by thoso eligible to join tho
order, in order that membership maybe perpet-
uated in their families such as in tho Society
of the Cincinnati, organized at the close of tho
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American Revolution, and so similar to fam
military order of the Loyal Legion of ths
United States. Yours, very respeccfully,

W. L Elliott,
BVt Major-Gen- ., XL S. A., retired-Saj- t

Francisco, Cal., June 9.

FROM A BOY'S DIARY.
Eow the Battle of Gottjsbnrg Impressed a ColIe

Stroleut There.
To the Editor National Trieie:

Observing an article in the columns of Tie
Tribune indicating some controversy as t&
the hour of the first day's battle at Gettysburg-whe-

General Howard's corps (theElcventh) re-
treated, I have consulted a diary made at the
time by mo in pencil and in shorthand, bat
which may still be readily deciphered. I send
you a verbatim transcript of tho diary covering-th-

period of the battle, but I wish to stats
from memory that it must have been abouT
noon when our little party of students reached;
Cemetery Hill. Reynolds' corps had already
fallen back and the body of General Reynolds
had been placed in a small building neartha
cemetery and was guarded, so that we were not
permitted to view it as wo desired. General
Howard wa3 himself on Cemetery Hill, sur-
rounded by his staff, and wa3 pointed out to us
by a member of the Sanitary or Christian
Commission, who said that he was a brother of
tho general. The Eleventh Corps went inte
lino of battle in fnll view in the open fields
beyond the town, and we could clearly sea
withont the aid of glasses the fearful disad-
vantage under which it labored, the enemy
having been sheltered by hills and woodi.
Finally rebel batteries were placed in a position,
wbich commanded the flank of tho corps oit
the west, and then it began for the first time
to waver. A large squadron of cavalry from
the rear of the town charged upon the batteries
but as rebel infantry were massed in great
numbers behind them, the cavalry wero re-
pulsed and the Eleventh Corp3 at once retreated
through the town and to Cemetery Hill, closely
followed into the. town by the rebels. When,
we returned to Gettysburg, about dusk, thera
was quite a number of Federal killed lying in.
the streets, and the retreating soldiers who ran.
into cellars for protection, as many did, wera
either killed or captured. The reference in,
Wednesday's diary to onr army falling back
about 1:30 p. m. is to the Eleventh Corps. IfI may be pardoned for a personal allusion, Iwill state that I was then amere lad, who had.
reached Pennsylvania for the first time but a
few days before the invasion of Lee; that Ihurried to Harrisburg and enlisted in the only
service that seethed open to me, the State
militia ; that I was assigned to a regiment fix
camp near Gettysburg, but which befora Ireached there had been dispersed and partially-capture-d

by tho TehcTs, and that I was waiting-wit- h

other members of the regiment, who wera
students at the college Shore, to learn, thowhere-ahoa- ts

of our regiment when tho battlo oc-
curred. I may add thai I soon afterwards
entered tlie volunteer service and served to t&e
close of the war as a private in the Army ot
the James, an army which in the cainpahjn oi
18G-- did more hard fighting than history ssems
to credit it with having; done.

Churcevtlije, Ya. T. F. Shuex;
A BOY'S "DIARY OF GETTYSBURG.

Tuesday, SO. Still at Gettysburg About 3,001
Federal cavalry have advanced und taken up n
position, just beyond the town. The rebels are a
the mountain a few miles further weat A battle
is expected

Wednesday, July 1, 1SG3,. At 10 a. m. the rebete
commenced cannonading-- . The iTeueraLs pGitU,
batteries on a 1 the hills west of the town. A Tartar
of six ofus left the town for the purpose of seeing:
the light. We repaired to the cemetery. We hada considerable shower of rain. It becoming too
hot for na at the cemeteryv that is, the shell com-
menced fallins pretty clossr to us, and the Federals
plantins-- a battery near U3, we left. We alio had.
another considerable shower of rain. We made a
flank movement and stopped" at a house whick
screened U3 from the rain, and also procured some-
thing: to cat. After this we sot a very good posi-
tion, where we had an excellent view of the field
of battle. It becoming-to- warm for us therowa
fell bacfc about half a mile, and thus we continued
to shift our position. In the course of the day
many shells passed very near ua. About J.S0 p. ir.our army- - commenced falling: back and we made a
flank movement, passing tlirongh the rctrcatinjr
army. The Federals fell back about a mile, and
the rebels took possession of the town. About i0
prisoners that I saw were taken. After flanking
the Federal army we got into the wood, which
was filled with stragglers. These told a that the
rebels were at the edge of tlie woods but a few
hundred yards from us. Fearing the woods would
be shelled, we hnrried along about a mile and cam
to a house. AV"e took snppcr at this honae, and
after resting ourselves we llanfccd the town,. Fed-
eral army, rebel army, and all, and came up-- in the
east of the town. "We did not come m contact withany troops until we reached the town, which waa
occupied by the rebels. The rebels seera very
social and think of nothing else but taking posses-
sion of the cemetery morning. "We
slept in the college as usual as night, tne lower
floor being occupied by the wounded and the
whole building closely guarded, none but students
heing permitted to enter.

Thursday, 27 a. ra. Thercbels were largely ced

last night. Since daylight there has been
some cannonading, though, not very brisk. The
weather is very foggy, although we have not
had any rain since yesterday. 9 a. m. Rebels
drawn np in line of Ixutle at right angles with, tlie
Federals. Salutations arc occasionally inter-
changed by means of bombshells, and there is an
occasional nreot musketry. Joon. SkimisIiiiMCa
still going on along: the lines, although the armies
have not as yet come to a general engagement.
Two Federal soldiers have died m the college and
one jut outside. The college is taken for a rebel
hospital, aud a red flag has bee raised over it.
The Federil wounded have but little attention paid
them from the rebels. 2 p. ni. From the present
aspect of attairs I think it doubtful whether there
will be a fight to-da- y. I feel very hungry, as tho
rebels destroyed our boanling-hoscyes!erday,sr- ad

eatables aro very scarce in town. kSD p. ra. The
cannon have opened a terrible fire. The rebel bat-
teries have opened upon the think of the Funerals,
and the town is not m the range of shot. Fivo
minutes later. The rebel have opened several
biUerieson the right of the town. I am writing
this annd the thundering volleys of cannon. &p
ra. The rebel infantry liave advanced upon the
Federal batteries. Cannonading baa ceased in a
great measure, its place having been taktnbyin-imtr- y.

I5 p. m. The rebels have ilenead the
greater part of our batteries, and the tide of battle
is rolling farther off. Our army will, no doubt,
make a reke;it, and is in fact ftilKog back. Tho
weather became calm and clear this tbnrnotm, and
remained so. 7 p.m. Tlie battle is raging more
fiercely than ever. The Federals are contesting
every inch ofground. Indeed, our troops seem to
have been reanimated, and are fighting to depera-tio- n.

At S:SO p. rn. Charles ant I, who afone ot
all the smdentahad remained in the college during
the fight, went to President Banker's for protec-
tion. Previous to this a shell hud exploded in tha
campus, and a portion of it struck the eollege walls.
"We were in the cellar of Dr. Uaa&cri house for
awhile, but tho firing ceased for.the day about 9
p.m. The lighting duriug the latter purs of the
day was nearer town, although more oneurlcit.
The battle is aa yet undecided. We went to tho
college to attend ome Federal wounded, and then
returned to Dr. Banker's, where we raroained dur-
ing tho night. We slept i a room with open,
windows facing tlie armies. There were some
wounded abo lying in that and the adjoining
rooms. Notwithstanding, we slept very soundly,
and when I awoke tlie cannon were thundering
and the mnaketry sounding in every direction.

Frub';. .1 Tha firing cowtneneed oi both sides
about daylight. Firiajr vsry brisk on both, sides.
We re about five anJimmediately left for our old
position on tlie third floor of the college. S a. m.
The ennnonading not jo brisk. The rebei-- t wero
undoubtedly dmen yc5tr.ly, and shear men say
they have not known such obstinate resistance on
the part ofour forees since tlie war. A good ninny
Federal prisoners !av& been taken. The Foderda
continue to hold the cemetery, which is impreg-
nable. Noon. Tlie cannonading stopped aoout 10
o'clock. I, in company with about a doen stu-den-fc,

hvo been very bnsy removing tbe collega
library und the earpeta from tho literary halls. I p
ni. Car..iunadinx has commenced very brfefcly,.
The Federal? still hold the cemetery, and have ad-
vanced furihrr nortlu 3bGO x. m. The rebels have
undoubtedly retreated a considerable distance. Tha
rebels about the college stem very much excited.
Thoy have made a doparate attempt to take the
ccnu tery, but it is defended by more than one
hundred guns with many nvro ncarat hand. 1:23
p. rn. The armies aro getting further away, botk
makinga movement sontliv.rd. The firing is not

7 p. nu The light, it seems, has closed
for to-da- y. It did not equal that of yesterday.
.Although there was cannonading, principally, to-
day, the rebels were evidently worsted.

Sitfrirdov i. Awoke after fr&ikias &M& W
find the Federal troops intowa.


